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 Gemstone Pendant  
      Wire Wrapping  
               with Prongs 
                       Instructions 

  Step by Step Pictures  

 
                Supplies needed: 

Argentium Sterling Silver Wire  21 gauge Square   ½ hard 
Argentium Sterling Silver Wire  22 gauge ½ round ½ hard 

  Practice Wire 20 gauge and 22 gauge 
  Gemstone 
  Oval Guide the size of Gemstone 
      Tools needed: 
  Round Nose Pliers 
  Flat Nose Pliers 
           Wire Cutters    

                   Intermediate Wire Wrapping 
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Using an Oval or Round Guide the size of the Gemstone, will make it easier for wrapping and less use of 
pliers that make nicks on the Sterling Silver wire.   

 
 
 
If you don’t have the Gem Bead Board or Gem Board you can use the graph on the last page to help you 
cut wire to the right length for your Cabochon or Gemstone.   

 
This Oval Gemstone measures  20 x 15mm.  Looking at the 20 x 15 mm line on the Gem Board or the 
chart on the last page you can find the length that the wire should be and where the bindings should go 
indicated by the little marks. 
 
Note:  Practice wire 22 gauge wire is thinner than the 20 gauge wire. First using practice wire measure the 
wire for the size of your Gemstone.  Using the markings on the Gem Bead Board or the chart on the back 
page.  Mark your wire with a felt tip for the proper length. 
For a Gemstone you will use the marks below the line, on the 20 x 15 mm graph line to note where to put 
your bindings.   
If you are looking at a clock the Gemstone bindings are usually put at the 2 o’clock, 4 o’clock, 
8 o’clock and 10 o’clock positions. 
If you do not have the Advanced Gem Bead Board, I have supplied you the equations and lengths on the 
chart on the last page. 
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Next hold the measured wire with the marking at the “0“ on the scale on the Gem Bead Board or on a 
ruler. 
Then measure 4 to 6 inches  more which allows you 2 to 3 inches on each side of your Cabochon or 
Gemstone for your pretty work.   
You will normally cut a total of  4 pieces of  20 gauge practice wire 6 3/4 inches long.   
4” + 2 3/4” = 6 3/4” and for your prongs a 22 gauge practice wire 7 ¾ inches long.  
Notice the groove on the Gem Bead Board Scale, it is handy for holding beads, or cutting wire, the cutters 
fit in the groove nicely.  
 
How to make the Prongs:   
 

 
I am using 18 gauge wire, this way it is easily seen.  I made marks on my Advanced Gem Bead Board.  
You will see later the marks for Gemstones is there for you beneath the line.  
For your project you will need to cut your wire 1 inch longer than the rest of the wires you cut. 
You will be using 22 g. practice wire or 22g. ½ round ½ hard Sterling Silver. 
Measure 3 inches and make a 90 degree angle. 
 
Note:  When making your Sterling Silver Prongs remember that the Sterling Silver half round wire flat 
shiny side will be on the inside of the prong. 
 
Depending on the gemstone some adjustments for the prong to fit may be needed. 
The easy way to gauge the prong size is to hold your flat nose pliers against the gemstone around the 
girdle and then see how far you want it on the gemstone crown. 
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Make a U-Turn, then squeeze. 
 
 

 
One done 3 to go.  The next mark (which is between the Cabochon marks, above the line) 
 
 

 
 
After the 4 prongs are done, check to make sure they line up with the prong marks. 
Now you are ready to make a 45 degree angle for the prongs.  See picture on the right above. 
 
 

 
Here is the 22 g. ½ round ½ hard sterling silver prongs on the Gem Board.  The prongs line up nicely with 
the four prong markings that are beneath the line. 
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Normally for Gemstones they are a lot smaller than 20 x 15mm.  Usually you use 4 main wires and one ½ 
round wire.  (I could of used 6 main wires, but I went a little further with 8 main wires.)  The wire was 
21g. Square ½ hard wire.  I twisted 4 of the wires, the length was too long to manually twist, the drill 
worked better. 

 
Bind your 4 wires together. (21 g. square ½ hard Sterling Silver wire).  
The prong wire is on top. (22g. ½ round ½ hard Sterling Silver wire). 
Put the 5 wires together and put painters tape around all 5 to keep the wires parallel. 
 
Note: When putting the Sterling Silver ½ round on the top the flat shiny side will be on the square wire. 

 
Note: When binding the wires together, remember the Sterling Silver half round wire flat shiny side 
wraps around the square wire. 
Cut 6” - 22 g. ½ round ½ hard Sterling Silver.    
Make a right angle place under your pliers to hold the wire tighter and steadier as you wind it around the 
taped wires. Squeeze the wires on each side of the bindings with your pliers to give a tighter binding fit. 
Wrap it around tightly 3 to 4 times close to the prong. On the inside you slide the wire to the other side of 
the prong.  (See finished picture above). 
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Adjust the wires, cut with the flush side of the cutters, this will give a smoother cut. With the flat nosed 
pliers press the cut ends down into the wire to prevent sharp edges.  These edges will not show since they 
will be on the inside.  Take off the tape around the prongs. 
 

 
Make a slight straight bend in all your wires, using the Plastic Jaw Pliers.  1/16 inch to the outside of the 
line and mark, this is wire size allowance.. 

 
Put the middle binding at the top of the guide.  Line it up with the 12 o’clock mark on the guide. 
Holding each side with your hands, pull while pushing the wire in place, make sure it doesn’t bend 
wrong. This is where you will find the beauty of the Gem Bead Board, not needing a 3rd hand. 
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Check the wire wrap for size. 
 

 
I bent the prongs at a 45 degree angle.  
 

 
Size check, make adjustments to the prongs. Tape all the wires back together with Gemstone in place. 
Tape just above where the binding wires will be wrapped.  Cut 2 inches of 22 gauge ½ round Sterling 
Silver wire and wrap around the top about 4 to 5 wraps to bind together, keeping both sets of 4 wires 
parallel to each other. 
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Bail wires (the wires the chain will go through) are from the 2 middle wires, one wire from each side.   
(I used 4 wires for this bail).  
Pull down and around the size dowel or pencil you choose. The bail size depends on what size the clasp 
you have on your chain. 

 
For this bail, I wrapped it with the ½ round wire, then cut the extra wire off. 
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Make a V in the Bail to prevent the pendant from twirling around on you neck. 
Now, start making pretty wire wrapping.  I made heart shape wire with little loops at the end. 
To make the pretty work in front and back, hold the little loops with each of your hands and pull down, it 
will look like a heart. Be creative and make your own design. 
 

.  
Pretty wire wrapping:  Make small loops on the 2 front wires.  Do the same to the back 2 wires. 
Check for burrs, see if the Pendant hangs correctly.  Make adjustments as desired. 
Put a string through the Bail and see if the tops of the Bail are level. 
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If you don’t have the Graph, I will give you the length to cut your wire as if you had the Advanced Gem 
Bead Board. 
On the Gem Board everything is on a graph and you don’t need to do folding of paper or mathematical 
equations.  
I have supplied you the equations below. 
 

Length  Width 
Perimeter 

mm 
Approx. 
Inches 

Prong 
Spacing 

mm 
10 8 28.45 1 1/8" 3.56 
11 9 31.57 1 1/4" 3.95 
12 10 34.70 1 3/8" 4.34 
14 10 38.22 1 1/2" 4.78 
16 8 39.74 1 9/16" 4.97 
16 9 40.78 1 5/8" 5.10 
18 9 44.71 1 3/4" 5.59 
18 13 49.32 1 15/16" 6.17 
20 15 55.54 2 3/16" 6.94 
22 8 52.00 2 1/16" 6.50 
24 10 57.76 2 5/16" 7.22 
24 14 61.72 2 7/16" 7.72 
25 18 68.43 2 11/16" 8.55 
30 20 80.10 3 1/8" 10.01 
30 22 82.64 3 1/4" 10.33 
40 30 111.07 4 3/8" 13.88 

 
 
 
 
 
To figure the length of wire needed to wire wrap your Gemstone. 
For example  20 x 15 mm Gemstone. 
A Perimeter of 55.54mm or 2 3/16 inches.  
Add 4 inches of wire for a smaller stone  to 6 inches of wire for a bigger stone, this will allow extra wire 
for pretty work.  
4” +  2 3/16” = 6 3/16” total. 
Prong wire = 7 3/16” total. 
 
 
I hope this Instruction sheet has helped you to make a great looking Gemstone Pendant with 
Prongs. 
If you have any questions please e-mail me:  webscene@san.rr.com 
 
Have an awesome day! 
Gail 
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http://Gembeadboardsnmore.artfire.com 


